Stories 



Elena Ashes 

Francisco Fade In 

Mel Far and Wide/ Seen not heard 

and more... 


EaCes Jrom c Tht ‘Edge 










Out to Those in Need 


I’m writing this zine to do my part to help build the 
scene. 1 really do think that straight edge is great. 
Although 1 have met a few people who were selfish 
jerks and sxe, for me it is based on compassion Qtyt* for 
all living beings. I was vegan for a while before 1 
became drug free, 1 got used to thinking about what 
industries I was supporting with my consumption and 
I could no longer consume any drugs. For me, being 
drug free is based on both personal and political 
reasons. I hope you like reading this - for me straight 
edge is incredibly important especially the ideas of 
integrity and being poison free, it is also a big joke to 
me. It's a joke that I'm laughing along with. This is 
hard to explain but it helps explain why this zine is so 
upfront. 

I enjoy reading interviews with people who are doing 
something besides the stereotypical hardcore band. I 
enjoy those too, but that is what most people write 
about so 1 thought I'd do something a little different. 
These interviews reflect my recent thinkings about 
issues of gender and people's different ideas about 
straight edge. 


Thanks To: 

Francisco, mellyXmel, Elena Ashes, Fionna, David 
Hake, mv brother Todd, Daphne, Blacklist, Epicenter, 


my friends in sacto, Minnesota, and the Bay 

^ r ^ a ’ East Ba y Straight Edge Vegan Posse, all the 
r e icated zine writers, bands, and kids who are trying 
to make a difference. y g 





Francisco Alegria 
fade in mail-order 

Background information: 

I am twenty years old. I am originally from Peru. I've 
been living in the states for three years and San Francisco 
for two years. I've been into the scene since 1984 with my 
brother. I first started listening to straight edge in 1988 -1 
heard the No For An Answer 7". I loved it. Since then I 
moved here from New York. I was just another kid listening 
to it. I didn't care about politics, I just bought records. When I 
moved here, it was really hard for me to get the records I 
wanted to. So that's why I started Fade-In so people like me 
could get records from one person instead of lots of little 
labels. 

I run Fade In which is a straight edge mail-order and I 
am doing Chapter records which is a straight edge label. 

I've been straightedge for three years. I had an alcohol 
problem when I was seventeen. Sometimes, when I talk to 
people I don't feel like I am straight edge. Now, I am getting 
to know more people who accept me for the way I am. 

How do you feel about straight edge? 

Personally, I think that it is more than a label. For me, it is 
in my heart. I know I am going to be straight edge for the 
rest of my life. There are only three or four things that I am 
sure of and being straight edge for the rest of my life is one 
of them. 

I think that straight edge has been taken in a wrong way 
by so many people but I do think that it is really personal. 
You have to know what it means for you to be straight edge. 

What does it mean? 

It was a song by Minor Threat. Everyone knows that. For 
me, it means that I am trying to live my life in a positive way. 

I am trying my best to not poison my body in any way. There 
are so many people who think of it in different ways. 

Straight edge is so important to me that I don't know how to 
explain it. 




How do you feel about vegetarian issues? 

I think that it's great. I've been vegetarian for about a 
year. I was vegan for a while and I think I'll be vegan again 
eventually. I have to feel it. I don't feel it as strongly as I feel 
vegetarianism right now. It's a really important issue in the 
hardcore scene now. 


I think some people feel alienated from straight edge as 
being for mostly well off white guys? How do feel being 
from South America and being into straight edge? 

I feel like just another straight edge kid. I don't feel 
different. I know I may be different but I don't feel different. 

All my friends, they think of me as Francisco. I feel good. I 
feel like just another straight edge kid. 

Do you have any idea why it mostly white men? 

Like I said before, I think straight edge has been taken in 
a wrong way. A lot of people think of it as just fashion or as 
so you can go to a show and mosh it up. Start kickboxing 
and shit. That's not what it is about. It's something different 
and really good. I think it's because people are looking at it 
as a fashion. Actually, I don't know. I question it myself. 
Often these big macho guys are straight edge. I guess it's 
because the music is really hard and they wanna be macho 
so they listen to the music. 

What do you think about trying to get more women 
involved in the scene? 

I think it's great. I went to Ohio for the More Than Music 
Festival. There were like fifty percent of the people there 
were women. I meet so many people, so many women, who 
were into it and were doing something. I felt so good. I saw 
so many bands with women in them singing and playing 
instruments. Women shouldn't feel excluded from the 
straight edge scene because of macho guys. I think women 
are strong and should try to fight it, to stand up and be 
straight edge. I think it's fucking great. I know there are a lot 
of women who are getting into it, more than before. I met 
some people from the up front posse, they are all women. 
They have so many cool things to say. 

Fade In: PO Box 40901, San Francisco, CA 94140 
Send a stamp for a catalog 





What were things like in New York? 

When I was in New York. ABC NO RIO started then. I 
saw Swiz, they were so good. It was pretty much a hardcore 
straight edge place when it began. It was pretty good. All 
the touring bands would play there. That's pretty much what 
got me into it. Seeing all these bands and all the people 
being happy there doing something. The guy who ran it left 
and it turned into a punk rock place. A lot of people would 
go there just for a social way, they didn't really care about 
what was going on. A lot of people were drinking. I 
remember walking and seeing all these people passed out 
on the floor. I had to be careful not to step on them. That 
made me teel really bad. That was one of the reasons I 
decided to move out of New York. I also felt excluded 
because I didn't speak much English. I wanted to come 

here and start over. I wasn't doing Fade In and I wasn't 
aware of how good straight edge is. 

Any advice? 

Try to be yourself. Stand strong and keep it up. I know so 
many people who are giving up straight edge or the music 
or political views just because of your friends or because 
someone is putting you down. So many people have put 
me down that I feel even stronger than I have before. Just 
stand up and keep it up. There are so many people that are 
putting people down, that you got to be yourself. Don't quit. 

Anything else? 

Thanks to you for the interview. Thanks to Ralph and 
Marcus from Germany for their interview. Thanks to 
Epicenter and Blacklist for existing. 










Smoking Stinks 

Smokers often claim that their dirty habit doesn’t really 
matter as they are going to die anyway. As for secondhand 
smoke, oh well, we all die sometime - beside it's their "right". The 
reality of 418,690 deaths in 1990 from smoking in the U.S. needs 
to be acknowledged. An additional 50,000 Americans died of 
second hand smoke including 1,711 infants. One government 
survey acknowledged this loss of life as equal to 5 milli on 
potential years of further life that were wiped out. People who 
smoke have the blood of these lives on their hands. They support 
this industry which profits from killing. If we stop buying these 
products, then the tobacco industry will stop producing its 
poisons. 


SLAVERY IS NOT ABOLISHED... 
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FOR MORI INFORMATION 
CALI THE AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY 
TOLL FREE: I-800-ACS-2345 
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According to the World 
Health Organization, approximately 2.5 million people die 
worldwide each year as a result of smoking. 
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has a really bad location. Maybe you could organize it? 





Words of Wisdom from David Hake 


(Hello there; hid. ‘yeah, Chain Of Strength... you've got to Cove 
consistency. These guys almost aCzvays go down the same way. Which 
reminds me. I've Been recently inspired By a recent verbalsparring match 
wherein (Dave (Hagel of TMD Mouse (he's moved out, actuaCCy) said that 
ad STL bids go against their word eventuady, citing a former Bead singer 
of Outcry who was now stealing cars for a Civing, among other ludicrous 
assertations. ‘This was directed at the lead singer of (Bloodline,, and 
moving in from the shadows I had Been hiding in only moments Before, 
cooly commented that this was ad according to plan and that if he 
thought crime, corruption and deception had nothing to do with 
straight-edge, then he had another thing coming. 

And thus, the paradigm for the new aesthetic is Bom. 

(From a recent communique' wherein (Herr Rob K Rock of Winston- 
Salem is slagged By Kid X from Who (Knows Where?: 

“A question-- can I Borrow your handbook on ’counterculture" 
views? (MayBe then I raid Be up to date on ad the politically correct 
views that you subscribe to like a sheep. Are you telling me that Because 
I feel like, your views on AIDS are ludicrous, that I have now Become my 
parents?? So I guess that in order for one to Be alternative, he/she has 
to ‘SLAM‘E EldERy (HICXJMQ ‘TJlKfg on the US government. 

WOW, MR, (ROCK- you SUKE AIRE MARDCORE. I'(M MOT 
WORTMy EMOUQM TO SMELL yOUKSMlT. " 

I respond: 

Wed don't get too doom on yourself. The paperback and hardcover 
publications of the Ms-W Straight-Edge aesthetic (I know, its hard to 
keep up] as we will ad know and love it is almost out. Topics covered 
and reconciled in one manifesto: Anton LaVey and Aleister Crowley in a 
fist fight, (BlackSaBBath, satanism, ritual sacrifice, embalming, Lenin, 
communism, Adam Weishaupt (where is he now? is he thinking of me? 
will he ever return someday?), media savvy as revolutionary format, 
sexuality as a weapon against corporate commodification, Islam (early 
Mohammed through Ismaili schisms), the rise of generation X (the 
concept, not the Band) as disenfranchised generation turned 
entertainment vanguard so immense and powerful that it sends the 
media conglomerate on its ear (how? 'Rapt Me, tapdancing, 
Shakespearean soliloquies performed and tied into the last ‘Bloodline 






album as musical segues, puppet theater), ego, grandeur, ambition, 
pertinence, the Mafia, Malcolm McCtaren, ‘Rpcffn ‘Rpll Swindle, the 
pomegranate as revolutionary fruit in a metaphorical throwback, to 
Telephone trapped with 'Jlades (as we are trapped in maya, namo out 

Vishnu padaya, fud^you farmi bastards, ‘Kjishna presthaya bhutale, ad 
nauseum), being as straight as the line that you sniff up your nose, and 
last but not least, crime: unrelenting and unforgiving... absolute, 
predestined and assured victory for the {ids■ So it’s really not your 
fault... entirely if you're a little behind on the times. I {now, its a lot to 
ta fe hi. •The ‘Dionysian paradigm meets pragmatism in a socialist content, 
its a strange marriage, but wackier things have worthed before... Into 
Another, for instance. 

"‘Being on an sXe networfis not my idea of subversive counterculture 
living." 

•llh huh. And you came to this revelation... recently? Oh, I see. 

"‘Reject school. 'Reject society. ‘Jud^thegovernment. What do you 

doum? odornHiMga" 


Absolutely. ‘Rabidpunctuation is the move to a higher eyfstance. ‘you've 
got the dibs here my man. Worrit. 

"you are a confused college student who feels powerless in this zvorld 
so you blame the US government, you don't do shit!! Mo one does, 
you'll piss and moan your life away within the framework of modem 
society. •Then you'll put on your suit andgo to your job interview. 
‘Twenty years down the line you'll dust off your fueling 7" collection in 
your attic and laugh at all that goofy shit! ‘Earth Crisis, hardliners, 
Militants. ‘Jud^them all. if row the fudfup." 

!Hmm... I get the sense that you've recently received a slap in the face from 
the power-guard elite of our most humble and beloved straight-edge sector. 
'That fin d of bittersweet romance which comes to its inevitable close 
wherem we are entreated to the harsh conclusions that indeed, Vegan 
'Reich is not fashionable, calling women bitches is no longer tolerable, and 
that we are, however suddenly - self-realized, closet homosexuals. / fnozv 
its rough. 

"Oh- and one more thing, my hardcore guru. Cj'E'T A SE'RJ'E OJ 
hUMORJ!!!!! you’re fudging too boring and serious. MAybe you should 
read some MAD Magazines. / have a whole collection from when / was 
younger. I still read them sometimes. And when I am 35 and I find them 
in my attic, they will still be azvesome and I will not havefelt like. a 







complete shmuc/^ for reading them . Let me know and l'Uget you a 
subscription 


Absolutely, l agree wholeheartedly. ‘Jour message here is a brilliant 
menage of subLvnated self-criticism, preaching to the converted, and. yet, a 
slight dash of self-congratulatory cynicism which contradicts your basic 
premise - its absolutely hilarious, 1 just scratch myself in all the right 

places when I see self-rigtheous indignation butt heads with self-righteous 
indignation, good gimmicky ‘Joule going places kid, 
‘D!tiALKJE(&macalsir.edu 
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Self-righteousness is a phrase that gets 
hurled around a little too much these days. 1 
find it really ridiculous that every time 1 ask : 
someone not to smoke around me or even { 
mention my dislike for smoking I'm? 
automatically called "self-righteousjj 
Excuse me, but if your going to use the term > 
self-righteous, 1 don't think it fits anyone \ 
better than smokers. How can you actively * 
mess with my lungs and then yell at mci; 
when 1 tell you to stop? And, yeah, I do* 
know that there arc other things causing 
pollution in the world and your one cigarette,* 
isn't doing anything worse than driving a! 
car, blah, blah, blah, what the hell docs that j 
mean? So you add your darkness to the some 
j of darkness? I guess by that logic it would j 
•i: be OK for me to kill you since thousands of! 
I people die everyday, what's one more death, j 
I your death? 












Why I Am Vegan 

Animals are not ours to use. Simply put, we have no 
right to use other living beings for our own selfish 
purposes. We must stop treating other people and other 
animals in terms of our convenience and desires. Instead, 
we should work to lead our lives in a way that does the 
least harm to others. Veganism is essential to this. Only 
through ending our complicity in the slaughter of 
animals can we begin to live our lives in a positive way. It 
is our obligation as decent people to do all that we can to 
end the suffering of this world, including the suffering of 
animals. No more can we take from other lives for our 
desires. Instead, we must now think about how we can 
help end the pain felt by so many beings. 



Some of our stock: (prices post paid) 

Arkangel #10 (Xerox) - English'A.L zine (56pages) $4 
Soy, Not Oi humorous cookbook zino * $2 
Combat #2 - Canadian ALFSG zine Feb *92 - $1 
Interviews With ALF Activists - lengthy - $5 
Raggedy Anarchy - Cookbook zine and rants - $3 
Amnesty #2 - Educational, motivating, from D.C.- $1 


VE^'ACflhri^W 

FO Box 4353 
Berkeley, CA 94704-0353 


So give today—for yourself, for your family, 
for others. And help make the continuing fight possible. 
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YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
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From my answer above you might guess I’m down on sXe. 
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LEGALIZE MARUUANf 

_!_ I _ ‘- v' ~ _, ■ -' _:_ ,s 0 '- r * - 1 _ 
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», • ■/. . 

Fuck the 5% voter discount,;/ 
lets give the student body a 
real incentive to vote in 
ASUC. elections. 5%; off 

1 00% pure hemp products * 
sold-mthe ASt^^to ‘ 

a privilege,«that only 
Senators should have. Buy 
from the ASJUC line of hemp 
; products because, after all 
! StoreProfitsProfitStudents'. 

.tS+'&X >v- 

Do the kind thing and vote for the 
party blunt enough to attack the c/tro me 
problems of today. All your buds are 
^voting: Mary, Jane, and Joe. Every 
f -fjothlr candidate is jusf apipedream and 
their ideas might as well be up in 
smoke. Instead of bowling or eating a 
chicken pot pie, vote for me and bong 
the other candidates. Your prospects 
, are too dank without me! 


#13 ASUC Senate 

iKV iJV' n^*s nMi'i’tt:\uj My, .\jjJ ««m 4 ,H Htu . My il( k *t ^u m 1*4 ,H 

VOTi GIORGi SARIKHKIS 


Enemy 



Straight Edge 


























Fio^na Thomas 

An interesting person from England 

What do you do to support the scene? 

I'm gonna put out a zine. I'm gonna put on some shows 
too. I'd like to move to London and start a co-op there. I 
contribute to other people's zines. 

How do you feel being a woman and being into sxe? 

I never feel alienated. I can't understand why the 
experiences of some girls have been alienated. Just 
because the majority of people are guys. Where I'm from, 
there has never been a problem. I don't care if they are all 
guys. If you think everyone is equal then you should treat 
them like people. Women can get involved anytime. They 
know that To say there aren't any women involved and 
then blame it on the men is ridicolous. You can join in 
anytime. If you don't join in and just disregard the fact 
that they are guys, then you are your own worst enemy. No 
one's stopping you from going to shows or starting a zine. I 
think that the problem is lack of motivation. I think girls 
should be more asseritive. If you want to do it, do it. If you 
get stopped in any way, then complain. Straight edge is 
about staying free from addiction and not having things 
control of your body. Not abusing your body. 

What are your views on sexuality? 

Within straight edge, I think it should tie in because 
originally it did. If you are going to have some respect and 
not abuse your body or other people, then there should be 
some awareness. Some kind of move away from what is 
mainstream. Mainstream is like a meat market and people 
are dehumanized with their sexuality looked on as an 
overiding factor to their personality which sucks. For me, 
it's having a platonic thing with people and then doing 
whatever. We should move away from the mainstream and 
start with bettering ourselves and then hopefully having a 
better community. 

Why is it mostly men? 

I’ve never really thought about it. The music is kinda of 
aggresive maybe that has to do with it. It doesn't affect me 
and I don’t think that it ever will. It’s not as if they are 
keeping females out. Lveryone welcomes everyone else, 
there are no barriers. 





Violence at shows: 

It's pathetic. It’s so childish. It's like who do they think 
they are. They might as well go to an Ice-T show, strut 
around and be a macho idiot like he is. That’s kinda sexist 
as you have no awareness of people who are naturally 
smaller and less resilant than you. 

Thoughts on straight edge: 

If people want to abstain from drink and drugs, then they 
should do it. You should do it from a personal stance and 
figure out the reasons that you want to do it. Not because 
you heard the Gorilla Biscuits album. To people outside of 
the scene, I would tell them what I am doing so they would 
realize that it is a good way to live one’s life. 1 get a lot of 
respect from people, family and stuff. They think that it is 
totally positive, which it is. Within the scene, it gets looked 
down on by a lot of people. The people who look on it as a 
joke are the same people who are saying stop racism and 
sexism. They claim to want to see the demise of oppression, 
but how can they say that when straight edge is so many 
steps forward of what punk rock ever was or will be 
because not endorsing the companies that feed racism and 
sexism and all this mass amount of oppresion. Punk rock is 
this pseudo form of rebellion. Its not rebellious to drink 
and smoke and act like an idiot. It just keeps you sedated. 
You can never change anything if you are messed up. It 
means that you are not satisfied with yourself and you 
obviously have no desire to change anything. I think it is 
kind of important. 

Do you see straight edge as relating to women’s issues? 

With alcohol, I know that there is a big link with violence 
against women. Also, stereotypes with beer adverts. Before 
I came to the US, I had never seen a beer commercial with 
a half naked woman. It was totally alien to me. Everyone 
starts telling me this is common. I can see why the riot girl 
thing is so big here because you totally need it. I don’t 
really think that it should be related to one gender, where 
it can be sure, but it should be change with everyone. 

Before you were talking about punks who talk about all these big 
political things and do their little demos and get fucked up and fuck 
each other over: 

1 mean it’s kind of funny to see people do that. It doesn't 
fuck shit up, the only people it does this for is the people 

they are oppressing by doing it. It's not radical in the least. 
They might break their nose or a guiter string but that's 
the extent of it. It's just kids having "fun" and note that’s 




in inverted commas. As tar as that goes, that was what 
punk was. That kind of ignorant and lame atmude. It: was 
getting smashed out on your tace on drugs, abusing people, 
just being totally disrespectful. Personalty, 1 vvoulan t t 
that fun because your just doing what this^governmen 
wants from its people. Why do you tnmR tnere are hquor 
stores everywhere? It's just to keep you down, to keep you 
in check. The money that is generated from alcohol, 
cigarettes, and drugs is phenomenal. There might be a 
smail warning on things, but that is just tokenism. Iney 
don't really care. Everything is done with dollar signs in 
people's eyes, it takes any kinds of ethics away which is 
kind of sad. I don't think it will every be as bad in Engiano. 
I think that is more of a reason for straight edge not to be 
overlooked. It's positive, totally positive. 



"you never cared what I stood lor 
you always thought 1 was going too far 
how far is it to care? 
how far is it to make an effort? 

I found out what you really are" 

Swiz 


G 

•H 

fd 

XI 


U 

CD 

-P 

fd 

£ 


" M “ 
cn aw >i 

g \ u 

+ 

, a) 

u a) v 

P £ G 
O co + fd 


4-1 

a) 

-P 

•H 

X! 


CD 

^ r—| 

X 


G 

0 

0 0 

a 

CO CO 


CO 

(D 

u 

CD 

H 


Q-i rcJ XrH 


co p 
CD U 
H H 4-1 

1 X 
■ + fd X 
Eh V 
U 

0) CN 

V 

X £ V 
fd -H 0 V 
G Q* fd 


co 

CD 

fd 

u 

G 


fd 


X 

•H 

e 












^£*c<saa, s-pectc^^AA./ 

Cfc r \ S A,v , 


\ hc v2- e 


O/vt S>T£'-0<r?e 7 Lt 







•’’VS* 








Elena Ritchie 
Ashes 


How old are you? 

17 - I'm a senior in high school 

How long have you been straight edge? 

Since ninth grade- three years, I guess. 

What have you done with Ashes(how long together, where 
played...)? 

We've been together for 2 1/2 years and we've put out 
two demos, 1 seven inch, a CD and we're coming out with a 
six song 12" soon on Network sound. We've played on both 
coasts and a bit in the midwest. 

What motivates you to sing? 

Everything. Anything. I sing when I'm happy, I sing when 
I’m scared. It's the way I express myself and the only way I 
know of to deal with overflowing emotion. 

Why do you think that more women aren't involved with 
sxe? 

Let me tell you a story. When people first started hearing 
about Ashes, one of the first things they noticed was the 
presence of "X"s on my hands. The word on the street was 
that the guys in the band "dressed me up" like a SXE kid to 
make me seem valid - but really 1 was just a gimmick, i was 
called a slut and a stage whore who "didn't know shit about 
hardcore." Its no mystery to me why more women aren't 
involved with SXE, very few people are willing to subject 
themselves to that kind of abuse, it's sad, because once you 
break through all the bullshit SXE is a beautiful thing. 

Do you see sxe as relating to women's issues? 

In a male dominated society, women struggle to find any 
source of control over their own iives. SXE is an individual 
decision that is empowering to both men and women, so 
psychologically i think they are related. 

How do you feel about sxe? 

SXE is beautiful. But it’s painfully obvious that for 
something based on the concept of purity - well it's pretty 
damn tainted, you know? 






What do you think about vegetarian/vegan issues? 

Life is about respect for all living things. I do what I can 
to be compassionate to everything, without exception, that 
lives. It's a hell of a lot easier to be a vegetarian then to love 

everyone you met, did you ever notice that? I guess I didn't 
answer your question, hmmm. 

What have the places that you've visited touring been like? 

Awesome. There's been ups and downs but the people 
I’ve met... A lot of faith, a lot of spirit, a lot of love. It's 
inspiring and I'm not even being lame. 

What did you think of the "More Than Music" festival? 

Wow. Talk about inspiring. Best day of my life - no joke. I 
have never felt closer to a big bunch of strangers in my life. 



'Elena Ashes 
4355 XfingCe St. (MW 
Washington, (DC 20016 
Straight Edge 


Next time, I think I'm going to do short interviews with 
random people at shows - maybe ask them about their 
motivations and ethical beliefs. I'll also do zine reviews 
so send yours if you want me to review it. Please write 
and submit stuff or tell me about your take on these 
issues. Send three unattached stamps for the next 
issue. Thanks. ^ 

V Scott S. 

2310 Prospect 
Berkeley, CA 94704 


Many of the graphics in here were taken from 
other zines. Thanks to whoever made them. 






■ Do not use drugs, including alcohol, in 
potentially intimate situations. Drugs lower 
your ability to make sensible, self-protecting 
r decisions. 
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Scott S. 

2310 Prospect 
Berkeley, CA 94704 










